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Important Early writing 

The seminal works serving as milestones in environmentalism come from writers and naturalists 

from the mid-19th century to the mid-20th century  

1854 Henry David Thoreau’s wrote a book titled Walden. In full Walden means Life in the 

Woods and is a series of 18 essays that records Thoreau’s experiment in simple living on the 

northern shore of Walden Pond in Eastern Massachusetts between the years 1945 to 1947.  

1864 George Perkins Marsh published a book entitled Man and Nature 

1872-1913 John Muir’s essays, articles and books about the Sierra Nevada 

1949 Aldo Leopold’s Published a Book titled “A sand County Almanac” 

First National Parks 

National parks were established first in the United Sates:  

 Yellowstone national park was established in 1872, when President Ulysses S Grant 

signed Yellowstone National Park protection Act into law. This act aimed at setting a part 

certain tract of land near headwaters of the Yellowstone River as a public park.  

 Sequoia national park established in 1890 

 Grand Canyon national park established in 1908.  

First Conservation Groups 

1886-1905:  The National Audubon Society forms to save plume birds from ladies’ hatters 

1887:  The Boone & Crockett Club is set up to preserve “manly sport with rifles” 

1892: The Sierra Club is established by John Muir and others to defend Yosemite National Park 

https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/episodes/john-muir-in-the-new-world/historic-moments-in-muirs-biography/1816/
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1935: The Wilderness Society is started by Aldo Leopold and others to preserve wilderness; and 

the National Wildlife Federation brings together hunters and fishermen 

1946: The Ecologists Union, later the Nature Conservancy, is started by scientists to acquire 

ecologically important reserves 

Other Important Dates 

1872: Green mining Act was passed to regulate the mining of certain mineral resources on 

federal public domain land. Besides, the law permit individuals and organizations to prospect on 

public domain lands and to stake claims on mineral discoveries they make.  

1946: Bureau of land management was formed in the United States to help administer federal 

lands. 

1963: The congress passes the Clean Air Act and ratifies the Limited Nuclear Test Ban Treaty. 

This help to end the test of nuclear weapons in the atmosphere underwater and in space.  

1964: The Wilderness Act passes that set aside 9.1 million acres to be preserved in perpetuity. 

The congress add national forest, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and national parks to the 

system to make the total land preserved to be 100 million acres.  

Earthrise Images 
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Figure 1:https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/the-most-stirring-photo-from-the-

apollo-mission-wasnt-of-the-moon-it-was-of-the-earth/2019/07/15/a0bb71a4-a345-11e9-b8c8-

75dae2607e60_story.html 
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Figure 2: https://www.nasa.gov/image-feature/apollo-8-earthrise 
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Figure 3:http://100photos.time.com/photos/neil-armstrong-nasa-man-on-moon#photograph 
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